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 John Goodrum Miller, Sr. the son of John Hamilton Miller and Laura Julia (Goodrum) 
Miller, was born on 10 January 1853 in Caldwell County, Kentucky.  He attended Bethlehem 
Academy in Caldwell County, taught school, studied law, and was admitted to the bar in 1878.  
He married Capitola L. Higgins in 1881 and practiced law in Murray, Paducah and Princeton, 
Kentucky.  As attorney in a damage suit brought against a group of Night Riders by Caldwell 
County farmer Robert Hollowell and his wife Mary Lou, Miller successfully brought the case 
under the jurisdiction of the federal courts, foiling the Night Riders’ domination of local judicial 
process and hastening their demise. 
In 1920, Miller moved to New York to live with his son, John, Jr.  Although he was 
admitted to the New York bar, he devoted himself to writing.  In 1936, the University of North 
Carolina press published his book The Black Patch War, an account of the restoration of law 
following the Night Riders’ reign of terror in the tobacco regions of Kentucky and Tennessee. 
John Goodrum Miller, Sr. died in New York on 28 August 1936. 
   
 
COLLECTION NOTE  
 
 This collection consists chiefly of writings of John Goodrum Miller, Sr., created after his 
relocation from Kentucky to New York City in 1920.  
 Box 1 contains writings relating mostly to genealogy and history, but includes some 
poetry and loose notes.  Of particular interest (Box 1, Folder 2), is a small amount of 
correspondence and other material relating to Miller’s book, The Black Patch War.  Included are 
typescripts of a 1908 letter to Kentucky Governor Augustus E. Willson from an informant 
seeking to expose the Night Riders’ corruption of law enforcement in western Kentucky, and a 
Night Rider oath of secrecy.  Also included is correspondence of John Goodrum Miller, Jr. 
regarding the donation of his late father’s papers to WKU (some original materials relating to 
The Black Patch War were donated to the Filson Historical Society) and providing further 
information on the circumstances of his authorship of the book.  Also of interest (Box 1, Folder 
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3) is the senior Miller’s history and genealogy of the Miller and associated families up to 1925.  
Manuscript chapters (Box 1, Folders 6 and 7) written by Miller and described by his son as “an 
analysis of the Anglo-Saxon origin and political history of Kentucky settlers and other original 
American Stock, and their theological background,” are in fragile condition and their intended 
order is unclear.  Writing of Miller’s wife Capitola (Box 1, Folder 8) consists of a short story in 
“negro dialect” and a narrative of events in Georgia at the close of the Civil War, possibly based 
on her family history. 
 Box 2 contains a handwritten personal memoir of John Goodrum Miller, Sr., (Folders 2-
11) that recounts much of his professional life as a lawyer and includes a wide range of 
observations and commentary.  (Note: a typescript of this memoir has been catalogued 
separately as SC 2613).  Also in Box 2 (Folders 12-21) are manuscript chapters written by Miller 
and described by his son as part of a book “having to do with religious struggles in English 





BOX 1 John Goodrum Miller, Sr.    1892-1938 34 items 
 
Folder 1 Inventory and biographical data      3 items 
 
Folder 2 Correspondence regarding The Black Patch War 1934-1938 9 items 
  manuscript and source material; correspondence 
  describing Miller’s papers 
 
Folder 3 Genealogy of the Miller family, by John Goodrum [1925]  1 item 
  Miller, Sr. 
 
Folder 4 Poems by John Goodrum Miller, Sr.; scrapbook 1892-1929, 5 items 
  of poetry; Will L. Miller marriage announcement n.d. 
 
Folder 5 Clippings       1925-1937 5 items 
 
Folder 6 Manuscript chapters on political and religious  n.d.   1 item 
origins of Kentucky and early American settlers, 
by John Goodrum Miller, Sr. 
 
Folder 7 Manuscript chapters on political and religious   n.d.  1 item 
origins of Kentucky and early American settlers, 
by John Goodrum Miller, Sr. 
 
Folder 8 “The Arrest of Thought Comes to Cal’ine,” and  n.d.  2 items 
“Macon - ’64 and ’65,” by Mrs. John G. Miller 
 
Folder 9 Writings on the U.S. Constitution by John  n.d.  2 items 
  Goodrum Miller, Sr. 
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Folder 10 Miscellaneous notes and writings of John Goodrum n.d.  5 items 
  Miller, Sr. 
 
 
BOX 2 John Goodrum Miller, Sr.    n.d  21 items 
 
Folder 1 Reminiscences of Bethlehem Church, Fredonia n.d.  1 item 
  Valley (Caldwell County), Kentucky, by John 
  Goodrum Miller, Sr. 
 
Folder 2 Memoir of John Goodrum Miller, Sr.   n.d.  1 item 
 
Folder 3 Memoir of John Goodrum Miller, Sr. (continued) n.d.  1 item 
 
Folder 4 Memoir of John Goodrum Miller, Sr. (continued) n.d.  1 item 
 
Folder 5 Memoir of John Goodrum Miller, Sr. (continued) n.d.  1 item 
 
Folder 6 Memoir of John Goodrum Miller, Sr. (continued) n.d.  1 item 
 
Folder 7 Memoir of John Goodrum Miller, Sr. (continued) n.d.  1 item 
 
Folder 8 Memoir of John Goodrum Miller, Sr. (continued) n.d.  1 item 
 
Folder 9 Memoir of John Goodrum Miller, Sr. (continued) n.d.  1 item 
 
Folder 10 Memoir of John Goodrum Miller, Sr. (continued) n.d.  1 item 
 
Folder 11 Memoir of John Goodrum Miller, Sr. (continued) n.d.  1 item 
 
Folder 12 Manuscript chapters on English religious history,    n.d.  1 item 
  by John Goodrum Miller, Sr. 
 
Folder 13 Manuscript chapters on English religious history,   n.d.  1 item 
  by John Goodrum Miller, Sr. 
 
Folder 14 Manuscript chapters on English religious history,    n.d.  1 item 
  by John Goodrum Miller, Sr. 
 
Folder 15 Manuscript chapters on English religious history,   n.d.  1 item 
  by John Goodrum Miller, Sr. 
 
Folder 16 Manuscript chapters on English religious history,   n.d.  1 item 
  by John Goodrum Miller, Sr. 
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Folder 17 Manuscript chapters on English religious history, n.d.  1 item 
  by John Goodrum Miller, Sr. 
 
Folder 18 Manuscript chapters on English religious history,    n.d.  1 item 
  by John Goodrum Miller, Sr. 
 
Folder 19 Manuscript chapters on English religious history,    n.d.  1 item 
  by John Goodrum Miller, Sr. 
 
Folder 20 Manuscript chapters on English religious history,    n.d.  1 item 
  by John Goodrum Miller, Sr. 
 
Folder 21 Manuscript chapters on English religious history,    n.d.  1 item 





MSS MILLER, John Goodrum, Sr.,          1892-1938 
629  1853-1935 
 
  Writings of John Goodrum Miller, Sr., a lawyer 
 and native of Caldwell County, Kentucky.  Includes a 
 family history, a personal memoir, and manuscript chapters  
on early Kentucky history, English church history, and the  
U.S. Constitution.  Also includes a small amount of material 
related to The Black Patch War, Miller’s book on the Night  
Riders. 
  2 boxes.  31 folders.  55 items.  Originals, 
photocopies. 





Black Patch War, 1906-1909 – Relating to     B1,F2 
Cherry, Henry Hardin, 1864-1937 – Letter to     B1,F2 
Churches – Caldwell County – Bethlehem Church       B2,F1 
Civil War, 1861-1865 – Georgia, 1864-1865 – Relating to      B1,F8 
Constitution – United States – Relating to     B1,F9 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church – Relating to      B1,F6; B2,F1 
Dialect stories      B1,F8 
Goodrum family – Relating to     B1,F3 
Hamilton family – Relating to     B1,F3 
Higgins family – Relating to     B1,F3,4 
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Hollowell family – Relating to     B1,F2 
Howarton family – Relating to     B1,F3 
Krock, Arthur Bernard, 1886-1974      B1,F2 
Krock, Arthur Bernard, 1886-1974 – Relating to     B1,F2 
Lawyers – Caldwell County 
Miller, Capitola L. (Higgins), 1861-1944      B1,F5,8 
Miller family – Relating to     B1,F3,5 
Miller, John Goodrum, Jr., 1884-1961 – Correspondence       B1,F2 
Moore, Mary (Taylor) Leiper, 1885-1973 – Correspondence    B1,F2 
Night riders – Relating to      B1,F2 
Pioneer life – Caldwell County     B2,F1 
Pioneer life – Kentucky      B1,F6,7 
Poetry      B1,F4,5 
Religion – England – Relating to     B2,F12-21 
Tobacco – Relating to      B1,F2 
Warmoth family – Relating to     B1,F3 
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